In a broad sense, Gnaphalium L. is a heterogeneous and polyphyletic genus. Pseudognaphalium Kirp. is one of the many segregated genera from Gnaphalium which have been proposed to obtain subgroups that are better defi ned and presumably monophyletic. Although most Mexican species of Gnaphalium s.l. have been transferred to Pseudognaphalium, the combinations so far proposed do not include a few Mexican taxa that truly belong in Pseudognaphalium. In this paper, the differences between Gnaphalium s.s. and Pseudognaphalium are briefl y addressed, and the transfer of two Mexican species and three varieties from Gnaphalium to Pseudognaphalium are presented. Key Words: generic segregate, Gnaphalium, Mexican composites, taxonomy.
T he tribe Gnaphalieae is one of the most diverse groups within the Asteraceae, comprising 180 genera and 2,000 species (Anderberg, 1994) . Although Gnaphalieae are cosmopolitans, they are especially rich in South America, South Africa, and Australia (Anderberg, 1994; Ward et al., 2009) . Traditionally, the members of the Gnaphalieae were included in the tribe Inuleae, until it was shown that the latter tribe was not monophyletic (Anderberg, 1989) . Therefore, in place of a single tribe that was recognized in the past, Anderberg (1989) proposed to recognize three tribes, Inuleae, Gnaphalieae, and Plucheeae. However, at present only the tribes Inuleae and Gnaphalieae are recognized, whereas the Plucheeae is included in the Inuleae again (Funk et al., 2009) .
The taxonomy of the tribe Gnaphalieae has been problematic (Anderberg, 1991) . Among the major issues are: the defi nition and delimitation of diverse and heterogeneous genera, such as Helichrysum Mill. and Gnaphalium L. Anderberg (1991) concluded, based on a cladistic analysis, that both genera if they are considered in a broad sense, are polyphyletic. Nevertheless, in many contributions to the Mexican fl ora (e.g. McVaugh, 1984; Espinosa, 2001) , Gnaphalium has been considered in a broad sense (Helichrysum is not present in Mexico).
Pseudognaphalium Kirp. is a generic segregate from Gnaphalium. At fi rst, Pseudognaphalium was proposed as a monotypic genus based on the Mexican species G. oxyphyllum DC. (Kirpicznikov and Kuprijanova, 1950) . Afterwards, Hilliard and Burtt (1981) transferred ten species from Gnaphalium to Pseudognaphalium (none of them was a Mexican species, although P. luteoalbum (L.) Hilliard & Burtt. occurs in Mexico as an introduced species). In a systematic study of the tribe Gnaphalieae, Anderberg (1991) asserted that Pseudognaphalium is more closely related to Achyrocline DC. and Helichrysum than to Gnaphalium s.s. Consequently Anderberg (1991) transferred about 70 species more from Gnaphalium to Pseudognaphalium, including the majority of the Mexican species of Gnaphalium s.l. It is worth noting that the segregation of Pseudognaphalium from Gnaphalium (and other genera, e.g. Gamochae-OSCAR HINOJOSA-ESPINOSA Y JOSÉ LUIS VILLASEÑOR ta Wedd.) has also been supported by recent phylogenetic analysis with molecular data (Ward et al., 2009; Schilling and Floden, 2012) .
In North America, the members of Gnaphalium s.s. are annual prostrate herbs, 3-30 cm high, woolly, with heads arranged in glomeruliform or spiciform clusters, and a pappus dimorphic (the bristles of the female fl orets have acute apical cells and the bristles of the hermaphroditic fl orets have clavate apical cells) of distinct and easily deciduous bristles (Nesom, 2006) . On the other hand, Pseudognaphalium are annuals to perennials, ascending to commonly erect, herbs or subshrubs, 15-220 cm high, woolly to glandular-hirsute, with heads arranged in corymbiform clusters and a pappus monomorphic (the apical cells from the bristles of the two types of fl orets are all subclavate) also of distinct, (mostly) easily deciduous bristles. Furthermore, the stereome (the basal cartilaginous portion of the involucral bracts) is divided in Gnaphalium, whereas in Pseudognaphalium and related genera (i.e. Achyrocline, Helichrysum), the stereome is divided or fenestrated (Anderberg, 1991; Pruski, 2012) . To observe the kind of stereome, it is often necessary to place the involucral bracts in some medium which makes the tissue transparent (Anderberg, 1991) . This procedure is out of the scope of this work; however, the two types of stereoms are illustrated in Hilliard and Burtt (1981) . Otherwise, it has also been mentioned that Gnaphalium has the tip of the corolla purplish, whereas in Pseudognaphalium the tip of the corolla is yellowish. This is true in the majority of the cases; however, some taxa present in Mexico are an exception. For example, G. polycephalum Michx., a Mexican species retained in Gnaphalium s.s, has corollas with yellowish tips and P. luteoalbum has corollas with purplish tips. In addition, this character is diffi cult to observe in herbarium sheets, especially in old specimens.
Some Mexican species and varieties of Gnaphalium s.l., that have the characteristics of Pseudognaphalium mentioned above, were not examined by Anderberg (1991) Distribution. Variety known from Guatemala and Mexico (Chis., D.F., Dgo., Gro., Jal., Mex., Mich., Mor., Nay., Oax., and Sin.). Vegetation. In humid mountain forest, pine forest, pine-fi r forest, pine-oak forest, and at the transition between tropical deciduous forest and oak forest. 
